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As we wrap up another year at CASA of Seneca, Sandusky, and Wyandot Counties, we are
reminded of the incredible impact one person can make in the life of a child. Few stories
demonstrate that better than the relationship between volunteer, Fae Bradner, and the
child she has advocated for since 2024.

Fae was assigned to her very first CASA case just last year —but her dedication, compassion,
and steady presence have made her feel like family to the child she supports. From the
moment they met, the child bonded with Fae instantly. By the second visit, the child felt safe
enough to share important information—information that helped Fae ensure the child was
protected and placed in a safe, loving home after difficult past experiences. Fae didn’t stop
at simply meeting the basic requirements of a CASA volunteer. She showed up as a caring,
dependable adult the child could trust. She visited their school, checked in regularly, and
spent time with them at parks and on walks—giving them space to feel like a kid again
while also offering a safe outlet to talk through negative emotions and tough experiences.
She created moments of calm, connection, and normalcy that every child deserves.

The child’s foster family welcomed Fae into their lives as well, often inviting her to
gatherings, sending photos, and reaching out when the child was upset. Fae became their
steady support system, recommending “mint chocolate chip ice cream therapy” when times
got tough. When Fae travels, she makes sure to call or video chat so the child never feels
forgotten. As the child put it, they never want Fae to “disappear”—and Fae lovingly reassures
them that they’re “stuck with her for life.” It’s no surprise the family now sees Fae as one of
their own. Her actions—small and large—made the difference for a child who simply needed
someone to show up, listen, and stand beside them.

Fae often says that CASA volunteers impact the world one child at a time, and her story is
proof. She will be the first to acknowledge that cases can be tough, and sometimes doing
what’s best doesn’t make you the “good guy” in the moment. But knowing you’ve protected
a child—and given them a chance to feel safe and loved—is the greatest reward of all.
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SAVE THE DATE

April 11, 2026
 14th Annual Stars Dancing for CASA

at Terra State 
Community College

Star Dancers to be 
announced soon!

April 21, 2026
Spring volunteer training

orientation for new volunteers at
our Tiffin office

October 17, 2026
10th Annual Tiffin Zombie Run at

Steyer Nature Preserve

If you are interested in attending or
sponsoring any event, call our

office at 
419-448-1442!
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At CASA, we are uniquely
privileged to build lifelong
connections like Fae’s. This is
more than volunteering—it’s
stepping into a child’s story
and helping rewrite it for the
better. If Fae’s story inspires
you, we invite you to join us. 

Become a CASA volunteer,
make a donation, or help
spread the word. Your support
helps ensure every child has a
voice, a safe home, and an
advocate who won’t
disappear. One volunteer can
change a child’s world. And
that volunteer could be you.



If you would like CASA to present to your organization, or to find out more information about our program and the
extraordinary work our volunteers do, please call 419-448-1442.

NEW TRI-COUNTY
ASSISTANT

In August, we grew our team by hiring a part-

time Tri-County Assistant, Abby Needles! Abby

began her journey with CASA in May 2021 as a

dedicated volunteer, looking for a meaningful

way to give back while balancing life as a stay-

at-home mom. Abby stated she has loved

transitioning from a volunteer role to staff

because it feels like family. Her favorite part of

the position is being able to do meaningful

work and see the impact on children’s lives.

Abby said, “It is not just a job, it is a mission that

I am proud to be a part of!” We’re thrilled to 

THANK YOU FOR A SCARY GOOD TIME

 1st Ella Woodruff (age 12)

2nd Bryan Spoon (age 19) 

3rd Drew Clouse (age 40) 

Costume contest

1st Wizard of Oz group

(Audree Kaiser, Addie Taylor,

Brayden Taylor, and Vivian

VanHoose)

2nd Gracie Hartman

3rd Elijah Parsons

RAC E
R E S U L T S

We also want to thank the following event sponsors and supporters:

Sutton Bank, Reino’s Pizza, Sacksteder Worland Insurance Agency,

Automatic Fire Protection, Dr. Katie Daniel of Animal Care Center of

Tiffin Dr. Katie Daniel/Dr. Spencer Hemminger, High Voltage Coffee

Company, Oriana House, Tiffin Capital Investments, Clouse

Construction, and Buckeye IT Services. A special thanks to High

Voltage Coffee and Ace of Face for ensuring participants were fueled

up and looking their spooky best for the race! Additional supporters

were: Ralph’s Joy of Living, Pam Wise, Ballreich’s, Bascom

Communications, Benchwarmers, Lee’s Famous Recipe Chicken, Ritz

Theatre, Dave’s Running Store, The UPS Store, Hempy Water of Tiffin, 

WHAT'S NEW?

We would like to extend our endless gratitude to

everyone who helped to make the 9th Annual Tiffin

Zombie Run 5K fundraiser a record-breaking year!

We were able to raise $8,146 and had 172

participants. Our appreciation extends to all the

community members, CASA volunteers, TU

Woman’s Basket Team, Sisters in Shelter volunteers,

and our celebrity zombies (Tiffin Chief of Police –

David Pauly, and President/CEO of Seneca Regional

Chamber and Seneca Collaborative – Bryce Riggs)

who transformed into the undead zombies and

made sure the race participants ran for their lives! 

FRIENDSHIP KITCHEN
DONATION

In October, CASA was honored to join the ribbon-cutting at FriendShip

Kitchen’s new West State Street location in Fremont, dedicated to the late

Doug Beck. Beck Suppliers LLC celebrated 75 years in business, becoming

100% employee-owned, and the Beck family generously donated $160,000

to local nonprofits. We are beyond thankful to be included as one of the

nonprofits that received $10,000! Tracie Cress, CASA’s Director, voiced, “We

can’t express how much we appreciate local support for the kids in our

community!” Thank you Friendship Kitchen, for your heart filled generosity!

 CASA’S MOVIE THEATER AD
This summer, Ohio CASA filmed a 30 second ad to be

played at our local movie theater, Seneca Starvue. The

video featured 5 of our volunteers and 7 local children

enacting CASA advocate scenarios in hopes to recruit

new volunteers for our program. If you didn’t get the

chance to visit Seneca Starvue the month of August to

see the ad, no worries! You can watch it by scanning

the QR code. Thank you to our actors, Ohio CASA, and

Seneca Starvue for making this possible!

Ian Huth-Fretz and family for being

a spooktacular DJ, photographers

(Jeremy Wadworth, Vicky Wurm,

Ann Long, David Cress, and Kelly

Hickle-Lentz), and the Seneca

County Park District for allowing our

race to be hosted at the beautiful

Steyer Nature Preserve.

Congratulations to all our winners

and participants and hope to see

you at next year’s race!

Scan to
watch!

have Abby step into

this new position

and continue

making a

difference across

the tri-county area.



CASA MAKING AN IMPACT

Each year, CASA indebtedly receives generous donations from

friends and family of individuals that have passed away. They

donate in memory of the individual because CASA meant

something special to these incredible people. CASA is honored

to receive such donations and would like to commemorate

such gifts. 

GONE, BUT
NEVER

FORGOTTEN

and heart to advocating for children in need, serving as a

voice for 23 children in our community. Sandusky County

Program Coordinator Sheyanne Wilhelm shared, “We lost

a truly special soul. Becky gave so much of her heart to

helping kids in need, and her kindness touched countless

lives. She was the kind of person everyone loved being

around—always smiling, always making others smile. Her

warmth and kindness will never be forgotten.” Fellow

volunteer, Kristin Simokat, who worked closely with

Becky, remembered her as someone who always went

above and beyond—not only for the children but also for

the families she served. Becky often thought outside the

box to find solutions to the challenges families faced,

such as coordinating a vocational school to repair a

parent’s vehicle or arranging for a family friend who was a

farmer to donate food to a family in need. Kristin

reflected that Becky did more than advocacy—she

brought compassion, creativity, and genuine care into

everything she did. Her absence will be felt deeply by

everyone who had the privilege to know her. Becky’s

legacy of kindness and dedication will continue to inspire

all of us at CASA as we carry forward the mission she so

passionately believed in.

director@casaofssw.org      |     www.casaofssw.org

3 counties

219 children served

37 children reunified with parents

30 children placed with a relative long term

7 children adopted

17 new volunteers

7 volunteers lost

57 active volunteers 

We could not do this without the never-ending support and

time from our wonderful volunteers, staff, and donors! Thank you

for supporting our CASA program and for making it possible for

us to help children in your community.

*Statistics as of November 13, 2025*

2025 CASA STATISTICS

In memory of Becky Jo Giesler

Darrell & Elain Garber

Mr. & Mrs. Leland Klohn

Nancy Pries

Corbin Rose

Claire Lawrence

Tiffany Fisher

David Giesler

John Giesler

Kim Shea

   

This summer, CASA was able to treat volunteers, board, staff,

and their guests to a trip to Put-In-Bay! We rode the Jet Express

to the island where we embarked on a historical tour of Put-In-

Bay. During our tour, we were able to stop to see the world’s

largest rubber duck, Crystal Cave, and Heineman Winery! We

ended the trip with a delicious lunch. Thank you to everyone

that came out, we look forward to planning another great event

in 2026! 

IN MEMORY

Becky Giesler

We host trainings every spring and fall! Spring training

orientation is Tuesday, April 21, 2026 at 5pm at our Tiffin office.

Call our office at 419-448-1442 for more information and you can

Change a child’s story.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING
A CASA VOLUNTEER?

This August, we lost an

incredible volunteer and friend,

Becky Giesler. For the past four

years, Becky devoted her time 

2025 VOLUNTEER
APPRECIATION EVENT



Year End Tax-Deductible Gifts

If you decide to make a year-end gift and claim a

deduction on your income tax, you should plan to

have it to the program by December 29th. 

We would like to take this opportunity with this

newsletter to express our sincere thanks to everyone

who financially supports CASA of Seneca, Sandusky,

and Wyandot Counties throughout the year.

MAIN OFFICE
21 COURT STREET
TIFFIN, OH 44883

419-448-1442

Staff

Tracie Cress, Executive Director

Michelle Hess, Assistant Director                                                                                                                                    

Jane Flechtner, Office Manager                                                                                                                                      

Kara Schoen, Wyandot County Program Coordinator                                                                                                                                    

Sheyanne Wilhelm, Sandusky County Program Coordinator  

Abby Needles, Tri-County Assistant                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

SANDUSKY COUNTY
219 S. FRONT ST., SUITE 304

FREMONT, OH 43420
419-355-1442

WYANDOT COUNTY
129 S. SANDUSKY AVE.

UPPER SANDUSKY, OH 43351
419-209-1442

Board Members                                              Emily Lewis

Angela Shook, President                              Veronica Goshe

Lindsey Rellinger, Vice-President              Victoria Noble

Kelly Hickle-Lentz, Treasurer                       Nicole Henry

Caitlyn Fox, Secretary                                    Paige Webb                                                       

TEST YOUR HOLIDAY SMARTS!

  Member of National CASA Association and Ohio CASA/GAL Association

Funded Program of The United Way of Sandusky County    |    Community Partner, United Way of North Central Ohio, serving Wyandot and Seneca County

HOLIDAY SHOPPING?
Support us by using Kroger Community Rewards!

A portion of money that you are already spending can be donated to a charity of

your choosing!  Login to your Kroger account, go to settings, click rewards,

select community rewards, then search for and select CASA of Seneca,

Sandusky, and Wyandot Couties to start donating!

Donate supplies for children we serve!

CASA accepts donations such as new books, school supplies, blankets, crafts,

games, stuffed animals, and hygiene products for our volunteers to bring to the

children we serve! You can drop off donations at any of our offices!

Don't forget to like or follow us on

@casaofssw


